

[image: ]
Foster Carer
 
Up to £45,000 per annum per child
 

Job Title
Foster Carer
Role Purpose
As a Foster Carer, you will provide a safe, stable and nurturing family home for a child or young person who is unable to live with their birth family. You will play a vital role in helping children feel secure, valued and supported, enabling them to develop, thrive and achieve positive outcomes.
Foster Carers work as part of a professional team alongside social workers, schools, health professionals and other agencies to meet the individual needs of each child.
Key Responsibilities
Providing Care and Support
· Offer a warm, welcoming and stable home environment.
· Provide day-to-day care, guidance and emotional support.
· Help children build positive relationships and develop confidence and self-esteem.
· Support children to understand and manage their feelings, behaviour and experiences.
· Promote children's physical, emotional and mental wellbeing.
Meeting Children's Needs
· Ensure children attend school, college or training regularly.
· Support attendance at medical, dental and health appointments.
· Encourage participation in hobbies, clubs, sports and community activities.
· Help children develop life skills appropriate to their age and stage of development.
· Support children to maintain appropriate contact with family members where this is part of their care plan.

Working with Professionals
· Work in partnership with social workers and other professionals.
· Attend fostering reviews, care planning meetings, education meetings and training sessions.
· Share information and contribute to assessments and plans for children.
· Advocate for children's needs and interests.
Safeguarding
· Ensure the safety and welfare of children at all times.
· Follow fostering regulations, policies and safeguarding procedures.
· Report concerns promptly and accurately.
· Promote safe behaviours and manage risks appropriately.
Record Keeping
· Maintain clear and accurate records of significant events, achievements and concerns.
· Complete logs, reports and documentation as required.
· Contribute information for reviews and meetings.
Day-to-Day Tasks
A Foster Carer's daily routine will vary depending on the age and needs of the child, but may include:
· Preparing meals and supporting healthy routines.
· Getting children ready for school or nursery.
· Taking children to and from school, activities and appointments.
· Assisting with homework and educational activities.
· Providing emotional reassurance and listening support.
· Encouraging positive behaviour and setting appropriate boundaries.
· Attending meetings with professionals.
· Recording important information and daily events.
· Supporting contact arrangements with family members.
· Participating in recreational activities such as walks, sports, games and outings.
· Helping older young people develop independence skills such as budgeting, cooking and travel training.
· Responding to any unexpected challenges or emergencies that arise.
Person Specification
Essential Qualities
· Compassionate and caring.
· Patient and resilient.
· Able to build trusting relationships.
· Good communication and listening skills.
· Committed to promoting children's welfare.
· Able to work as part of a professional team.
· Flexible and adaptable.
· Organised and able to maintain records.
Requirements
· Aged 21 years or over.
· Have at least one spare bedroom.
· Able to provide a safe and stable home environment.
· Willing to undertake fostering assessment, training and ongoing development.
· Commitment to safeguarding children and young people.
· Full driving licence and access to transport desirable.
What Fostering Offers
· The opportunity to make a lasting difference to a child's life.
· Comprehensive training and ongoing support.
· A dedicated supervising social worker.
· Access to support groups and peer networks.
· Financial allowances and expenses in line with fostering regulations.
· Continuing professional development opportunities.
"Every day as a foster carer is different, but each day provides an opportunity to help a child feel safe, valued and hopeful about their future."
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